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EC Ministers Agree on Urgent Aid for E. Europe 
LD2101001790 London PRESS ASSOCIATION 
in English 2346 GMT 20 Jan 90 


{Report by Chris Parkin, PRESS ASSOCIATION, in 
Dublin] 


[Text] Common Market foreign ministers tonight 
reached firm agreement on the urgency for economic and 
political aid to the countries of Eastern Europe as they 
progress towards democracy. But at informal discussions 
in Dublin, the ministers—meeting as the EC's General 
Affairs Council—deliberately steered away from dis- 
cussing specifics or agreeing on long-term figures. 


At the end of the main session of talks, Foreign Secretary 
Douglas Hurd said there was “round-the-table accep- 
tance” of the principle that emergency assistance should 
be provided as soon as possible. And he also held out the 
prospect of East-West exchanges, possibly later this year, 
under the umbrella of the conference on Security Co- 
operation in Europe. This forum was first suggested by 
Soviet President Mikhail Gorbachev with a 1991 date in 
mind. Pressure for an earlier get-together of the 35- 
nation group—including all the European countries with 
the exception of Albania, but together with the United 
States and Canada—was led tonight by the French. 


Mr Hurd said: “There was a general belief that the 
countries of Eastern Europe were heading towards a 
period of instability, and it would be useful to them to 
have a forum at high level to express their anxieties and 
their ideas about the future of the process, and the future 
of Europe as they saw it.” The foreign secretary added 
the more cautious warning, however: “A lot more work 
will haye to be done on this.” But it was clear from his 
words, and views spelled out by other ministers, that an 
impetus had begun to deviop Mr Gorbachev's plan 
under a quicker-than-expecied time scale. 


On the aid front, Mr Hurd said his call for a careful, 
step-by- step approach towards the provision of economic 
help had deen approved by his community colleagues. “! 
stressed the importance of getting full information, and it 
has been agreed to identify the needs first,” he said. “There 
has to be an emphasis on training for managers and 
accountants and other novelties as far as Eastern Europe is 
concerned. Figures were not discussed. That will have to 
be done, but it was not tonight.” 


Mr Hurd rejected suggestions that there was any differ- 
ence on strategy between Britain and the other EC states. 
He forecast action “fairly soon” to send aic to Romania, 
where it was evident there was “a very serious food 
problem.” 


Questioned about ministerial discussions on the wors- 
ening situation in the Soviet Union, Mr Hurd indicated 
broad support for Mr Gorbachev's policy of sending 
troops in to Azerbaijan. “There is a clear distinction 
between military action taken to prevent one group 
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killing another group, and military action taken to sup- 
press people struggling for freedom.” he said. “This 1s 
accepted by most people in the West.” 


European Commission President Jacques Delors tonight 
repeated his backing for a close association between East 
Germany and the 12 members of the European Commu- 
nity. He admitted there was opposition to his approach 
from some member states, but went on to outline three 
possibilities for the newly democratised East Germans— 
full membership of the EC as a separate entity, associate 
membership, or full membership as part of a reunited 
Germany. 


Mr Delors, who first spelled out his views late last year, 
said: “The East Germans are Germans, and therefore, in 
one form or another, they are a special case. 


“I must admit my views are not shared by all of the 12 
members of the community, but I repeat it quite 
clearly.” 


Irish Foreign Minister Gerry Collins, current president of 
the Council of Ministers, made it clear at the same press 
conference that he shared Mr Delors’s view of the options 
open to East Germany. Mr Collins also confirmed there 
had been acceptance at today’s talks that there could be a 
first-ever summit meeting this year of the East-West Con- 
ference on Security Co-operation in Europe. He said the 
issue would be examined further by ministers at their next 
meeting in Dublin on February 20. 


Meanwhile, it was learned that EC food aid for Poland 
and Romania valued at about 43 million pounds sterling 
has been recommended by the European Commission 
and will be endorsed soon by the ministers. Mr Collins 
said the ministers had been told Romania currently had 
just three weeks supply of food, and was “in a bad way.” 


Delors Calls for ‘Massive Budget’ for E. Europe 


PM2201111890 Paris LE MONDE in French 
18 Jan 9 p4 


[Report by Philippe Lemaitre] 


[Text] Brussels—It was an ambitious program for reviving 
European building which Commission Chairman Jacques 
Delors presented to the Strasbourg Parliament on 
Wednesday |7 January because it suggests a new massive 
budget commitment by the Community to help the East 
European countries, a strengthening of joint diplomatic 
action, and above all the almost immediate establishment 
of the institutions of political union: “In view of the degree 
of commitment demanded of the Community, with the 
risks of dilution.... we need an institutional framework 
which can withstand any test.” 


Mr Delors set the tone in a way which, we can guess, will 
prompt rejection in some quarters: The Commission, he 
said, must become the “federation’s™ veritable execu- 
tive, and make the decisions within its area of compe- 
tence without mediation from the Council of Ministers: 
appointed democratically it would be responsible to the 
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European Parliament whose powers would be strength- 
ened, bet also to the European Council of Ministers. 
National parliaments should be more involved in con- 
trolling community action. 


It 1s certainly not a plan of action for future generations 
which the Commission chairman outlined. Indeed. he 
thinks that the intergovernmental conference which will 
be convened at the end of 1990 to establish in detail the 
conteni of the Economic and Monetary Union should 
“follow two parallel lines of consideration: one on the 
Economic and Monetary Union and its specific institu- 
tion2l aspects and the other on the other questions— 
including political cooperation—to fully define the 
shape of the future Community.” 


Why so much haste when just a short time ago Mr Delors 
stressed the need not to Gverload the boat and not to give 
pretexts unnecessarily to those who are secking to scuttle 
the Economic and Monctary Union? It is essentially 
because there 1s a pressing need. The speeding up of 
events in Eastern Europe, Mr Delors explained. is pro- 
ducing confusion: Some people think that the Commu- 
nity of the Twelve, the indirect result of the cold war, 
must disappear whereas others a.¢ suggesting that the 
East European countries should join it. Mr Delors fears 
attempts to up the stakes which, he said, are a waste of 
time. He expressed his “anxiety in view of the lack of 
tume.” “Europe 1s likely to be torn in different directions, 
or even blackballed,” he said. 


According to him, to put a stop to dangerous speculation, 
there must be “a strong plan which peoplc will support.” 
“We cannot get stuck solely on the Economic and 
Monctary Union.” he also told us. The objective ts 
certainly not being questioned, but the Commission 
chairman noted that it was a technocratic approach 
which is difficult to implement, partly controversial, and 
in short, not enough of a mobilizing issuc. The time is 
right to adopt broader ambitions, if only to make things 
easicr for Helmut Kohl, a section of whose public 
opinson has reservations about the Economic and Mon- 
etary Union for reasons of economic management. 
Moreover, did not the chancellor himself suggest in 
Strasbourg exploring political integration without fur- 
ther delay” 


“The Community and its member states... must have the 
ability to influence—in an effective way and in accor- 
dance with their interests and their values—the course of 
events and the future architecture of Greater Europe,” 
Mr Delors also said. The German question holds first 
place in his concerns because, he thinks, it determines 
everything, including perhaps the EEC’s ability to effec- 
tively speed up its integration process, if misunderstand- 
ings are not dispelled. 


For this reason, Mr Delors’ statements on this point were 
particularly clear: East Germany—which is a special case 
(which no other country will therefore be abic to claim to 
be}—"“has a place in the Community if it requests it.” 
And, the Commission chairman added, it will take this 
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place as it wishes because “this 1s primarily a matter for 
the Germans themselves.” In other words, the East 
Germans will be able to join as the | 3th member country 
or, if they prefer, as citizens of a unified Germany. This 
1S a Custom-made plan for Chancellor Kohl in whom Mr 
Delors clearly has complete confidence. 


With regard to the place reserved for the countries in the 
rest of Europe. Mr Delors, implicitly ruling out any 
membership, called on the Twelve to coptinue their 
“game of patience” in a reasonable way, according to 
what cach country wants. 


The trade and cooperation agreements recently con- 
cluded or being concluded must “be superseded” and 
replaced by “contracts of association,” inciuding “a real 
body for dialogue and political and economic consulta- 
tion.” But this will involve a considerable financial effort 
by the Twelve. It would take !4 billion European Cur- 
rency Units (Fr40 billion) per year, Mr Delors said by 
way of example, if the Community wished to make an 
effori—for the benefit of the six East European countries 
moving toward democrat: zation—which would be com- 
parable to that which it 1s making inicrnally to help the 
least developed regions’ In the coming months, the 
Commission will make the budget proposals which this 
new historic mission requires. 


To what will the ties thus established eventually lead? Mr 
Delors described the idea of a big European confedera- 
tion proposed by Francers Mitterrand as an “exciting 
prospect.” But he apparentiy does not really believe in it, 
at least not in the foreseeable future. 


Clarifying and offering prospects ts the method used by 
the Commission chairman who is convinced that, if it is 
to stand the test, the Community must be consolidated, 
must remove uncertainty, and must verify that govern- 
ments and public oprmon still want to build political 
union, an objective reaffirmed in the 1985 Single Act. 


EEC aid to the East European countries—“We have 
already signed or are busy negotiating trade and cooper- 
ation agreements with all those countries But these 
agreements are probably not suited to our level of 
requirements or to that of these countrics taken individ- 
ually and collectively. They must therefore be super- 
seded to adopt new forms of cooperation. 


“This could be the aim of ‘reviewed’ contracts of asso- 
ciation, T*.cs would make it possible, if those countries so 
desire, to include a veritable body for dialogue and 
political and economic consultation in the institutional 
framework of these agreements. 


“But, above all, we need additional resources for new 
ambitions. This will inevitably necessitate a revision of 
our budget prospects, without questioning a discipline 
which must continuc to be our rule.... In February 1988 
the European Council of Ministers, in a historic deci- 
sion, agreed to ensure the Community's internal soli- 
darity and development. (Footnote) (That was the adop- 
tion of the “Delors package,” which included a reform of 
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Comunity financing and important decisions on aid 
supplied to the poorest regions of the European Twelve). 
A new ‘February 1988." just as solemn and historic, is 
vital to assert and give practical form io our solidarity 
toward Europe and the world.” 


The German question—“Let us make things clear: The 
German peopie'’s rapprochement or even unification 1s 
primanily a matter for the Germans themselves. But it is 
also a matter for the Community. In its preambic, the 
German Constitution of 23 May 1949 (in other words, 
the wisdom of that country’s leaders, because that was 9 
years before the signing of the Treaty of Rome), im fact 
links the principle of German unity, on the basis of 
self-determination for the Germans themselves, to that 
of a unified Europe. 


“The Treaty of Rome itself also bears the stamp of that: 
protocol on intra-~German trade, declaration on German 
nationality and on Berlin's status, declaration on the 
Bonn negotiations of 28 February 1957. 


“East Germany is therefore a special case. As I have 
already said, but I must repeat clearly today, it has a 
place in the Community, if it so desires, provided this 
process is carned out—as the European Council of 
Ministers meeting in Strasbourg reaffirmed—through 
free self-determination, peacefully and democratically, 
with respect for the principles of the Helsinki Final Act, 
in a context of East-West dialogue, and in the contest of 
European integration. The form which that takes 1s 
primarily a matter for the Germans themselves.” 


Relations with the European Free Trade Association 
{[EFTA}—“There must be osmosis between the pillar 
formed by the Community and that which should be 
formed by EFTA, to ensure that the latter's interests are 
taken into consideration when drafting the main Com- 
munity decisions. Bul we cannot go as far as joint 
decision-making, which could in fact only be the resuli of 
adhesion and hence acceptance of the whole marriage 
contract...” 


Strengthening the EEC, the institutional leap forward— 
“We must take two directions: Economic and Monctary 
Union and political cooperation... 


“It ts clear that we need an cxecutive capable of fully 
carrying out its task. You know that | have always put 
forward two solutions: Either the appointment by cach 
government of a deputy minister or of a deputy 
chairman of the council of ministers who would meei in 
Brussels once a week to make the necessary decisions, or 
the transformation of the Community into a real respon- 
sible executive body. The rationale of the authors of the 
Treaty of Rome, efficiency, and the challenges of the 
outside world make it necessary to gamble on this second 
solution. The executive should be answerable to the 
future federation’s democratic institutions...” 
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Offers Proposals 
AU 1901174490 Paris AFP in English 1442 GMT 
17 Jan 9 


[Text] Strasbourg. Jan i7 (AFP)}—The EEC must be 
prepared to put im a lot more moncy and reinforce its 
institutsons if it seriously wants to help Eastern Europe, 
president of the European Commission Jacques Delors 
said Wednesday. 


in a major policy speech to the European parliament in 
Strasbourg. Mr. Delors said he wanted to see ihe Euro- 


pean Economic Community establish contracts of asso- 
ciation, the closest form of link with outside countries, 
with reforming castern European governments. He said 
the EEC couid also offer the benefit of its experience to 
a “deeply reformed™ COMECON, the eastern bloc 
trading alliance. 


But if the Community wanted to fully assume its respon- 
sibilities, including to eastern Europe, it would have to 
undertake financial reform as ambitious as that of the 
February 1988 agreement which gave the EEC the funds 
to bring about the unified market duc to go into opera- 
tion in 1993. Offering the kind of aid to eastern Europe 
thai the EEC awards its least developed members would 
would cost some 19 billion European Currency Units 
(ECU's) (21 billion dollars) a year. Mr. Delors said. The 
current EEC budget is around 47 billion ECU's a year. 


Mr. Delors said that such ambitious plans to aid eastern 
Europe must go hand in hand with a strengthening of the 
EEC’s own institutions and organisation. “We must be 
strong internally to be able to be generous to the outside 
world,” he sad. 


He unged closer political union between the 12 EEC 
countries; ing for example that the Community 
speak with one vorce at upcoming Conference for Secu- 
rity and Cooperation in Europe (CSCE) talks on eco- 
nomic matters and human rights. The European Com- 
mission should also be transformed into 4 genuine 
elected and responsible government. 


Mr. Delors cailed for extending the mandate of an 
intergovernmental conference on European economic 
and monctary union to be held later this year, saying it 
should “fully lay out the face of the Community of 
tomorrow.” The Commission would produce two docu- 
ments, covering the final plan for the union and its 
institutional changes in the spring as part of preparations 
for the conference, he said. 


UK, French, GDR Chiefs of Staff on Seminar 


AU 1901144990 Vienna DIE PRESSE in German 
19 Jan Wp 2 


[Report by B.B.) 


[Text] Vienna—At the CSCE Seminar on military doc- 
trines in Vienna's Hofburg on | 8 January, British Deputy 
Chief of General Staff Rechard Vincent said that the 
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disarmament process could create new risks. This would 
be the case when and if disarmament led to the assumption 
that it would be possible to wage war again. He said that 
the process of political change in Europe could also create 
dangers, uniess it was carefully controlled and bolstered by 
confidence-building measures. In view of these two sources 
of danger, General Vincent considers it a task for all to 
Carry out troop reductions in a way that does not jcopar- 
dize stability in the transition penod. 

This thesis was also represented by French Army Chief 
of General Staff Maurice Schmitt at a news conference. 
In view of centrifugal tendencies within the Warsaw 
Pact, he does not see the necessity of the West reconsid- 
ering the bases of its own alliance system: “If my 
neighbor 1s divorced. it does not mean that | have to be 
too,” says General Schmitt. 


The statement made by GDR Chief of General Staff 
Lieutenant General Manfred Gractz on the evening of 17 
January gave the participants in the seminar a lot of food 
for discussion. In contrast to his East European col- 
leagues, he voiced extremely harsh criticism of NATO's 
military strategy, and accused the Western alliance of 
intending to expand its offensive options. 


Graetz said that in addition, there were political forces in 
West Europe who were calling the existence of the GDR 
as a state and its borders into question. The address of 
the GDR chief of general staff was assessed above all by 
NATO representatives as a “relapse” and as an example 
of “old thinking.” 


EC Convinced of Need for Quotas for Japan 


AU 2201094090 Faris AFP in English 0928 GMT 
22 Jan 90 


[Text] Paris, Jan 22 (AFP)}—France, afier months of 
discussion, has persuaded its partners in the European 
Economic Community of the need to restrict imports 
from Japan, French Minister of European Affairs Edith 
Cresson stid Monday. 


France “has managed to bring its partners around to its 
positions after several months of talks.” Mrs. Cresson 
said in a radio interview. 

The French minister recalled that she had held “difficult 
negotiations” with the European Commission on a need 


for import quotas on Japanese automobiles in the uni- 
fied European market of 1992. 


France and Italy currently restrict imports of Japanese 
vehicles and neither would like to see Japanese automo- 


biles eutering from neighboring countries in a unified 
European market, she said. 


Mrs. C;esson also reiterated accusations against Japan. 
charging that Tokyo was “not playing by the rules” and 
had “destroyed some sectors” of the European economy, 
notably photography equipment and motorcycies. 
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She admitted, however, that there was disagreement in 
the French Government on restricting Japanese imports. 


Minister of Industry and Land Management Roger Fau- 
roux has come out in favor of liberalized trade. 


Europarliament Wants Cambodia UN Seat Blocked 


AU 1801150790 Paris AFP in English 1447 GMT 
18 Jan 9) 


{Excerpt} Strasbourg, France, Jan 18 (AFP)}—The Euro- 
pean Parliament adopted a resolution on Thursday [18 
January] calling for Cambodia's seat in the United 
Nations to be vacated until free elections are organised 
in Cambodia. 


The seat +s currentiy held by Cambodia's three-member 
resistance coalition, which 1s chaired by Prince Sihanouk 
but includes the Khmer Rouge. 


The Khmer Rouge are blamed for the deaths of hundreds 
of thousands of people during their four-year rule which 
caded with the Vietnamese invasion in 1979. 


The coalition 1s fighting forces loyal to an administration 
left in place when Victnamese troops pulled out of 
Cambodia .a 1989. 


The resolution said that it was the duty of the | 2 member 
states of the European Economic Community (EEC) to 
do everything possible to prevent the return of a dicta- 
torship dormimated by the Khmer Rouge, or a new 
occupation of Cambodia by Vietnam. 


Parhament urged EEC foreign ministers urgently to 
cxamine proposals by Australia which were intended to 


create a provisional administration, and to bring diplo- 
matic pressure to bear on China to stop giving the 
Khmer Rouge military support. 


The Parliament also called on EEC governments to 
ensure that no EEC country supplied weapons to the 
warring parties, either directly or indirectly. lt asked 
Thailand to stop Chinese weapons being sent across its 
territory to the Khmer Rouge. 


During the debate, French Socialist Claude Cheysson, a 
former forcign minister of France and a former EEC 
Commissioner, said that “no compromise is possible” 
with the Khmer Rouge. 


The EEC’s executive Commission stressed its desire to 
increase h = nan:tanan ard to Cambodia and to participate 
in the reconstruction of the country. [passage omitted] 
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Hurd on Arms Talks, E. Europe Reform 


LD2101020200 London PRESS ASSOCIATION 
in English 2103 GMT 20 Jan 90 


[Text] Foreign Secretary Douglas Hurd today spoke of 
the prospect of turning tanks into tractors as Europe 
heads towards possibly the biggest reduction in conven- 
tional forces since the end of the war. 

He told a Conservative Political Centre conference in 
Wroxton, Oxfordshire, that NATO could not stand aside 
from what had been happening in Eastern Europe. “Like 
the European Community, NATO must adapt and 
develop to fit new circumstances,” Mr Hurd seid. 


And he described the “enormous prize” that could be 

achieved by a successful conclusion this year of th- 

conventional forces talks in Vienna. 

—It would mean the biggest reduction in conventional 
forces in Europe since the post-war demobilisatoons, 

—It would eliminate the Warsaw Pact's large conven- 
tional supenority, 

—Remaining forces would be deployed in a less threat- 
ening way, making both sides feel more secure. 


—All the forces removed under the proposed agreement 
would be demobilised or destroyed. 


UNITED KINGDOM 


nn 


He also said that the Common Market wanted to forge 
closer links with Eastern Europe, although could be a 
tume™ before the emerging nations of the Eastern 
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Kohi-Modrow February Meeting Remains Scheduled 


LD2201091190 Hamburg DPA in German 0019 GMT 
22 Jan 90 


[Text] Oznabruck (DPA}—According to Federal Min- 
ister of the Chancellery Rudolf Seiters, the Federal 
Government will stick to the planned meeting between 
Federal Chancellor Heimut Kohl and GDR Premicr 
Hans Modrow in February “in spite of the increasing 
ee ee 
Democratic Socialism and the { imtraparty 

cess of In a talk with the NEUE OSNA. 
BRUCKER ZEITUNG (Monday edition) Seiters 
emphasized that cven the of Dresden’s 
Chief Mayor Wolfgang Berghofer and 39 other members 
from the party does not change anything in this basic 
position. 

Seiters reaffirmed the Federal Government's view that a 
fundamental political and economic change 1s necessary 
in the GDR. Far-reaching reforms brook no delay. 
“The Federal Government will in any case use every 
Opportunity to press for the continuation of the reform 
process in all spheres with a view to promoting liberal 
and democratic relations and better material living con- 
ditions for the people nm the GDR.” Seiters said. Only in 
this way can those who are considering moving to the 
Federal Republic be persuaded to remain in their home- 
land. 


SPD's Vogel on German Unity, GDR-SPD 


AU2201 100590 Hambure DIE WELT in German 
20 Jan 90 p 4 


Interview with SPD Chairman Hans-Jochen Vogel by 
Philipps in Bonn, date not given] 


Text] DIE WELT: Are some people in the West German 
Democratic Party of Germany [SPD] uncomfort- 
able with the topic of reunification” 


Vogel: The term, reunification, does not appear in our 
resolutions and statements because 11 points to the past 
and creates the impression that something is to be 
restored that belongs to the past. If you ask me whether 
there ts Opposition in our party to the central statement 
of our Berlin declaration that we are striving for a state 
of peace in Europe where the German people will 
achieve unity in free self-determination, my answer 1s 
no. That statement was adopted almost unanimously. 
However, | do not dispute that there was indeed a certain 
spectrum of opinions on the wey the two Germanys 
should coexist in terms of a state organization. before the 


DIE WELT: After a joint commitice has been founded, 
when will a joint SPD leacership be created” 
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Vogel: That 1s way ahead of reality. However, m the 
course of the German and European unification process, 
that will also eventually be possible some day. 


DIE WELT: Does the jomnt document of the SPD and the 
Socialist Unity Party of Germany [SED] on the comflict 
of sdeologies and the competition of the systems still play 
a role” 


Vogel: The document has served its purpose. Many 
people in the opposition in the GDR, fighting for 
freedom of opimon and reforms, have cited important 
passages from this document. That was confirmed to me 
again when | was in East Berlin over | 3-14 January. The 
document 1s not suitable any more for the domestic 
policy discussion im the Federal Republic. Nor are the 
people who negotiated billion-mark credits with Mr 
Schalck- Golodkowski very credible critics. In addition, 
I consider the statement of the opposition im the GDR 
that the document has helped them more important than 
the polemic comments of our party-political opponents. 


IME WELT: But did politicians in the West not try for 
too long to maintain contacts with those wiclding power 
cast of the Elbe, trying to stabilize them” 


Vogel: Those who wanted to help the people over there, 
improve their living conditions, and expand travel pos- 
sibilities, had to talk with those who were in power. In 
addition, we had also established contacts with the 
opposition groups. | did so too. If we had publicized this 
at that time, we would have endangered the members of 
the opposition. They alone would have had to bear the 
consequences—not us, we were never in danger. Viewed 
today, some details may seem debatabic. However, on 
the whole, our Ostpolituk and our Germany policy have 
decisively helped bring about the reform process. 


DIE WELT: How much will the Germany policy issuc 
dominate the election campaign here, and will this topic 
strengthen the Social Democrats, as it did in the seven- 
tees? 


Vogel: This topic will play an important part. Depending 
on how the development in the GDR continues, it even 
will largely overshadow the other topics, for example, if 
the stream of resettlers 1s substantially increasing. In this 
connection, much depends on the result of the clectrons 
on 6 May. We are in a favorable position because we 
have a clear partner in the SPD. On the other hand, the 
Christian Democratic Union [CDU] has considerable 
problems with the GDR-CDU., and 1s still looking for an 


appropriate partner. 


DIE WELT: The SED is quite obviously trying to get 
things under control again. Do you see the danger that 
the revolution can be turned back again”? 


Vogel: | consider that unlikely. | do not see any groups 
that would use force against their own people im this 


situation. In addition, the people have already clearly 
and successfully responded to the attempt of continuing 
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the Stasi [State Security Service] aproratus with a dif- 
ferent name. There is 20 telling with certainty what will 
happen if developments in the Sovict Union take an 
unforeseen course. In thal case, scenarios are conceiv- 
able which would also backfire on the GDR. But in that 
Case, 100, 1t would not be possible to restore the former 
state of affairs, | think. 


DIE WELT: Given such nsks, should the West not be 
more careful with disarmament” 


Vogel: To begin with. events have shown that the anal- 
yses of the threat with which politicians worked im the 
sixties and seventies, were all an cxaggeration. Al thal 
tome, we already considered it absurd to assess Czech. 
Polish, or Hungarian divisions as highly as Russian 
In addition, all concerned have meanwhile realized that 
they just have to reduce armaments for ccomomuc rea- 
sons. | do not see why the Soviet Union should have an 
interesi—no matter what the circumstances—in 
increasing its many difficultres by another increase of its 
military burden. 


DIE WELT: How quickly will whai belongs together in 
Germany grow together” 


Vogel: That does not only depend on us. The faster we 
advance in the direction of a European peace order, and 
the faster European unification progresses, the better the 
situation 1s regarding the process of German un:fication. 
We think, by the way, that a confederation in the 
economic, monetary, and ¢-ological areas will already be 
possible as long as the alliances exisit—meaning in the 
foreseeable future. Unity would then largely be achieved 


DIE WELT: Do you think that the model of the German 
Confederation [founded at the Vienna Congress on 8 
June 1815] could be used” 


Vogel: The German confederation of states was, of 
course, a confederative entity. So the suggestion 1s not 
out of place—also as regards the name. However, the 
emphasis of confederative responsibility would now be 
on entirely different areas than it was at that time. At 
that time, it was foreign and security policy—in rela- 
tively narrow borders. Now the task 1s creating a uniform 
economic and monetary area. The German Confedera- 
thon was no such area. 


DIE WELT: We have the impression that at least two 
* powers become more reserved, the more seri- 
yprc 18 being discussed. 


victor 
ously 


FEDERAL REPUBLIC OF GERMANY 7 


Vogel: You mean the British and the French. The British 
are less talkative and more reserved than they were wher 
the topic was only of theoretscal importance. However, | 
do not see them doubting the nghi of seif-determination 
Of rejecting a step-by-step process in a European frame- 
work. Mitterrand has made quite understanding and 
positive statements im recent days. 


DIE WELT: That ts a change for him 


Vogel: He said recently that every people has a mghi to 
self- determination. and that holds also true for the 
German peopic. 


DIE WELT: When will the first all-German government 
authority be set up in Bertin” 

Vogel: We wart Berlin to become the seat of the confed- 
erative organs. That could be the case before the end of 
this century, meaning by the year 2000. 


DIE WELT: Why do you not want to become a candi- 
date for chancellor” 


Vogel: You surcly know that answering this question is 
not yet on my agenda. 


DIE WELT: You were more outspoken im recent weeks. 


Vogel: | was asked whether Oskar Lafontaine would be a 
good candidate for chancellor. | said yes. And | keep to 
that. 


DIE WELT: Could you also conceive of yourself as a 
good candidate for chancellor in 1990" 


Vogel: | do not have an inferiority complex. 


DIE WELT: ts Oskar Lafontaine able to represent the 
SPD's Germany policy im the election campaign as 
convincingly as vou or Willy Brandt” 


Vogel: Yes, he has decisively contributed to drafting our 
positions, in particular drafting our Berlin declaration 
on Germany, and has fully agreed to ut. That, as a 
minister president he has a clear idea of the social 


aspects of the resettler problem. 1s not surprising. 
DIE WELT: He also talked about the excessive display of 
Germanness. 


Vogel: He did not mean the resettlers from the GDR or 
the other East European countries by that, but criticized 
the federal chancellor and called upon him not to forget 
the needs of those who have been waiting for housing or 
work here for years, or the needs of those who have been 
secking refuge in our country for other reasons. He is 


surely not alone with thes justified warning. 











* FRANCE 


Mitterrand Views East-West Ties With Thatcher 


L.D2001213590 London PRESS ASSOCIATION 
in English 1637 GMT 20 Jan 90 


[Report by diplomatic correspondent Tom Mcmutian] 


[Text] Mrs Thatcher met French President Francois 
Mitterrand tor a two-hour mecting during an “away- 
day” visit to Paris today. 

The two leaders held what was said to be one of a regular 
sernes of private meetings. 

Officials described the talks—whuich included lunch at 
the Elysee Palace—as amicable and fnendly with devei- 
opments in Eastern Europe high on the agenda. Presi- 
dent Mitterrand reported on his recent trip to Hungary 
and the leaders were said to have analysed likely trends 
in East-West relations. 

Officials would not say how far moves towards E 


economic monetary union was discussed Presedent Mit- 


terrand 1s among those who support speeding up union. 
but Mrs Thatcher 1s seen as reluctant to move quickly on 
the matter. 


The last time the two leaders met for private talks was 
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Foreign Minister To Visit Vieizam 24-27 Feb 


AU 2001 104590 Paris AFP in English 
1028 GMT 20 Jan 9 


[Text] Pars, Jan 20 (AFP)}—french Foreign Mimester 
Roland Dumas will pay an official vrset to Vietnam from 
February 24 to 27 to chair a meciing of the Franco- 
Vietnamese minisienal Commutice, 1 was announced 
here Saturday. The decision to make the visit, the first by 


AU2101 154590 Paris AFP in English 
1503 GMT 21 Jan 90 
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Denktas Mets UN Official on New Talks Date 


741901131490 (Clandestine) Ba vrak Radio 
in Turkish to Cyprus 1130 GMT 19 Jan 90 


[Text] President Rauf Deoktas met at 1200 today for | 
hour with Oscar Camilion, UN special representairve in 
Cyprus. I: « svatement following the meeting, Denktas 
said tha: iar . sue of a new date cr the resumption of the 
imtercom.:sei talks was taken wp during the meeting. 
He added thai he Sriefed Camslion on Turkish Cypriot 
views on the subject. 
tHe sasd that he reiterated to Camilon once more that the 
Turkish Cypriot side is not avoiding the talks, but that 
they will definitely not be heid on 12 February. 
Vasiliou, Party View Talks 
NC2001225590 


[Ednonal Report] Nicasis |  mestic Service in Greek at 
1500 GMT on 18 Jana", «s it3 “Echo of Events” 


York.” He concluded, “I am alsc very satisfied that | am 
going to New York knowing tht Cypriot political 
leaders will accompany me.” 

Democratic Rally Chairman Kiiridhis said the 
meeting “extensively reviewed” the current status of the 
Cyprus viewed which might be 


problem, problems 
brought up during the New York talks, and did “very 
constructive work” on the position to take in New York. 


the only possible resu"ts from the New York 
meeting will be esther a complete deadlock or an unfa- 
vorable development for us.” He explained that “if the 
New York meeting ends in implementing an outline 
based on the Perez de Cuellar document, it will be most 
unfavorable for us and should be avoeded But unfortu- 
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Denktas on 10-Day, 3-Country Cyprus Conference 


742001072190 (Clandestine) Bayrak Radio in Turkish 
to Cyprus 0600 GMT 20 Jan 90 


[Text] President Rauf Denktas lefi for Turkey today to 
attend a conference in Istanbul entitled Cyprus and 
Self-Determination. In a statement pror to his depar- 
ture, Denktas pointed owt that he will disclose the 


He added that following the conference, he will leave 
Istanbul for the Far East to conduct talks on Cyprus in 
contacts in the two countries will take 10 days, and that 
he hopes to return to Cyprus on | February. 


He also expressed his belief that during his absence, a 
solution will be found to differences among political 
parties on the new clection bill, Noting that mtransi- 
gence is a quality that not surting democracies, he said 
that all parties should drop thei intransigent stand on 
the bill in a bid to reach a compromise Recalling that the 
Turkish Cypriot people deserve peace and order, he said 
that he did not see any reason why the various political 
parties, which surely dc not want to cause unrest among 
the people, should nct reach a compromise on this issue. 
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Seys Solution Needs Guarantees 
742001120790 Ankara Domestic Service in Turkish 
1100 GMT 20 Jan 9 


[Text] Rauf Denktas, prendent of the Turkish Republic 
of Northern Cyprus [TRNC], has sad that the TRNC is 
determined to reach a solution im Cyprus without 
making comessons that would umpact necessary guar- 


Denktas arrived in Turkey today en route to a visit to 


Ponting out that should he attend the talks. the possi- 


| 


NC 190] 195990 Nicosia Domestic Service in Greek 
1500 GMT 19 Jan 90 
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The government spokceman sand that mciuding the 
Cyprus msec as once of the pending regeonal probiems 
shows the imicrnational community's mmcrceased imicresi 
mm our problem and 1 a postive sicp toward a successful 
solutron to the probiem. 


Kurds Deny Turkish Alicgations on Training Camps 
NC 2001095790 Nicoma CYPRUS MAIL in English 
20 Jan Vp! 


[Text] The Kurdish people denounce 2s “barbaric and 
unjust” the occupation of part of Cyprus by Turlish 
troops. representatives of the National Liberation Front 
of Kurdistan (ERNK) sasd yesterday. 


Speaking at a press conference, Hoca Omer and Akif 
Hasan, who are currently on the sland, stated thai the 
establishment of a Kurdish independent state would 
change the present situation in the Midcie East Region 
and would also help the solution of the Cyprus probicm. 


Omer and Hasan referred to the armed struggle carned 
out mm Eastern Turkey by the Kurdish Workers’ Party 
(PKK) and the drama of the Kurdish populaticn in this 
area because of the oppressive measure taken by ‘he 
Turkish army. 


Hasan demed as unfounded Turkish alicgs ions that 
there were Kurdish guerrilla camps mm the ‘ree «cas of 
the Cyprus Republic. 


He said: “One thief was asked: What will you do if 
people see you while stealing’ And he said ‘I will cry: 


Omer explained that “Turkey has a 30,000-strong occu- 
pation army in Cyprus and even of 4 increases it to 
100,000 men, « will never see ut as such but will accuse 
the others just like the thief. It is better to ask Turkey 


what ot 1s domg here with its occupation army.” 


They sard they were mm Cyprus as part of their interna- 
tronal campaign to project the just 


enlightenment 
struggle of the Kurtish people, who were fighting for 
their hheration and own independent state. 
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Reportage, Comments Surrounding Azerbaijan Crisis 


Ozal: ‘Impessible’ To Interfere 
TA2001190090 Ankara TRT Television Network 
in Turkish 1800 GMT 20 Jan 90 


[Report by Orhan Ertanhan from New York] 


[Excerpt] Referring to the incidents in Azerbaijan, Pres- 
ident Ozal, who is continuing his contacts in his hotel in 
New York, said: These are the internal affairs of the 
Soviet Union. !t is impossible for us to interfere. 


Ozal today received members of the Federation of Turk- 
ish-U.S. Associations in New York and conferred with 
them for some time. Replying to a question on the 
incidents in Azerbaijan during the meeting, Ozal said: 
[Begin recording] It is impossible not to be saddened by 
these incidents; especially since it concerns people with 
whom we share the same language and who belong to the 
same ethnic group. Nevertheless, it is impossible for us 
to interfere in the internal affairs of the Soviet Union. 
This was what I wanted to say during that meeting that 
day, but it was misinterpreted. [end recording] [passage 
omitted] 


Akbulut: Actions Tracked Closely 


TA1901115490 Ankara Domestic Service in Turkish 
1100 GMT 19 Jan 90 


[Text] Prime Minister Yildirim Akbulut has said that 
Turkey is closely following incidents in the Soviet 
Republic of Azerbaijan but that it does not have any 
intention of interfering in the internal affairs of other 
countries. 


In response to a question on this subject at Istanbul's 
Ataturk Airport as he was returning to Ankara, Akbulut 
said that the incidents in Azerbaijan are drawing the 
attention of the entire world, not only Turkey's. Noting 
that the Turkish and Azeri people are bound by emo- 
tional ties, he said: In light of this fact, our interest in 
developments in Azerbaijan is more meaningful than 
that of the rest of the world’s. 


Sungar, Soviet Envoy View Conflict 


TA2001180990 Ankara TRT Television Network 
in Turkish 1700 GMT 20 Jan 90 


[Text] It has been announced that Turkey is following 
the developments in Azerbaijan closely and with regret. 
Replying to a question, Foreign Ministry Spokesman 
Murat Sungar said that Turkey sincerely hopes that the 
necessary conditions will prevail as soon as possible for 
the appeasement of the incidents before they reach 
graver proportions, for the establishment of stability in 
the region, and for the introduction of the calm and 
common sense needed to approach the conflict that lies 
at the source of the incidents. 


TURKEY il 


Soviet Ambassador to Ankara Chernysiev conveyed the 
Soviet views concerning the incidents in the Caucasus 
and concerning Turkey's position on these incidents to 
Foreign Minister Mesut Yilmaz. According to Cherny- 
shev, the situation continues to be tense in the region in 
which a state of emergency is currently in force. 
Although the tension ts escalating in certain areas, the 
Situation is gradually being brought under control. 
Chernyshev reported that the measures undertaken by 
the Soviet Union are being implemented strictly within 
the limits of the law and with maximum calm, and 
compassion. 


The Soviet ambassador noted that these measures are 
not related to Turkish-Soviet relations; they concern 
only internal affairs, and do not go beyond this frame- 
work. Pointing out that the incidents in the Caucasus are 
strictly ethnic clashes, Chernyshev stated: The Soviet 
side appreciates the declared position of President 
Turgut Ozal, Prime Minister Yildirim Akbulut, Foreign 
Minister Mesut Yilmaz, and the entire Turkish Admin- 
istration on the incidents in the Caucasus. We welcome 
the Turkish attitude, which regards these incidents as an 
internal Soviet problem, as well as the understanding 
displayed by the Turkish side that the moves being 
undertaken by the Soviet Union are aimed at saving 
human lives, and securing law, order, and stability in this 
area. Under the current situation, it is very important 
that the Turkish side maintain the realistic and balanced 
attitude it has adopted in line with the spirit of under- 
standing and mutual trust created by the excellent rela- 
tions between the Soviet Union and Turkey. 


Military Aid Requested 
TA2001 163290 Ankara ANATOLIA in English 
1540 GMT 20 Jan 90 


[Text] Istanbul (A.A}—Azerbaijanis in Istanbul pro- 
tested today the clashes between the people and Soviet 
troops in Azerbaijan's capital city Baku Friday night [19 
January] in which at least 1,500 persons died. 


Nakhichevan People’s Front board member Arif 
Rahimov called Azerbaijanis Turk Solidarity Associa- 
tion Chairman Nihat Cetinkaya Friday night to confirm 
the declaration of independence of Nakhichevan and to 
tell him that they will ask military aid from Turkey 
under the Kars agreement of 1921. 


Rahimov added that they called on the entire progressive 
forces of the world to defend Nakhichevan. 


Speaking at a news conference today Azerbaijani Turks 
Culture and Solidarity Association President Cetinkaya 
accused Armenians for creating disturbance over Kara- 
bakh wi’} the mentality of crusaders because they were 
unable to stand developing relations between Turkey 
and the Soviet Union. 


Cetinkaya also accused Western powers for calculating 
profits on the money of Armenian lobbies and extended 
his accusations to the American administration for 
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“turning on a green light” for the scviet Union dy giving 
assurance that “they will not interfere in Soviet Union's 
internal affeirs.” 

Cetinkaya said the Soviet Army also took sides by 
entering Azerbaijan instead of Armenia, which is the 
side that started the war. 


Cetinkaya added that Soviet tanks went over the people 
manning the street barricades. 


According to Cetinkaya the independent Nakhichevan 
proclaimed that: 


1. Nakhichevan declared its independence from the 
Azerbaijan Soviet Republic as well as from the USSR. 
2. Nakhichevan will ask military aid from Turkey under 
the Kars Agreement dated 13 October 1921. 


3. They called on ail the progressive forces of the world 
to help them defend themselves. 


4. Occupying Red A-my should leave Nakhichevan. 


Soviet Troops Said Join Azeris 


TA2101154990 Ankara ANATOLIA in English 
1525 GMT 21 Jan 90 


ext] Moscow (A.A.}—Tens of thousands of Azeris on 
morning started a demonstration in Baku, the 

capital of the Soviet Republic of Azerbaijan, to protest 
the Soviet troops which reportedly killed hundreds of 
people Saturday [20 January]. 
Azeri sources in Baku said the protesters were demon- 
strating in front of the local Communist Party headquar- 
ters also to express support for the activist Azerbaijani 
leader. 
Meanwhile, Abbas Abdullah, an activist leader from the 
Azerbaijani People’s Front told A.A. by phone that more 
than 1004 local soldiers of Georgian origin Salyan gar- 
rison in the city joined Azeris Saturday [20 January] in 
fighting Soviet troops [sentence as received]. It was the 
first report of rebellion in local ranks. 


Abdullah also said that there were many troops of 
Armenian origin in the military forces that invaded the 
city and that this situation suggests the killings were a 
planned massacre. 

Last week, at least 70 people were killed in clashes 
between Azeris and Armenians in the two Caucasian 
republics. 


Iran Said To Arm Soviet Azeris 


NC2001 174090 Paris AFP in English 
1734 GMT 20 Jan 9 


[Text] Dogubayazit, Turkey, Jan 20 (AFP)—Azeri 
nationalists in the Soviet Union are being armed while 
On visits to neighboring Iran, according to travellers met 
Saturday in this Turkish city near the borders with Iran 
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and the Soviet Union. The travellers, met here on a bus 
‘turning from Teheran, described in detail how Azeris 
from the border territory of Nakhichevan cross the river 
into Iran where, according to one of them, they are 
“armed by their Iranian brothers.” 


Dogubayazit is located some 50 kilometers {28 miles) 
from the border with Iran and about 100 kilometers (60 
miles) from the border with the Soviet Union. 

On Saturday the Soviet autonomous republic of 
Nakhichevan, which is located along the border with 
Iran inside the southern Soviet republic of Armenia, 
declared its independence from the Soviet Union. 

The declaration came as heavy fighting continued 
between Soviet troops and Azeri nationalists in Baku, 
the capital of the neighboring republic of Azerbaijan. 


The Azeris from Nakhichevan cross into Iran where 
relatives “fill their pockets with dollars” and “give them 
arms” before sending them back into the Soviet Union, 
another traveller said. , 

Turkish officials said earlier that security had been 
stepped up on both sides of Turkey's border with the 
Soviet republic of Armenia as well as with Nakhichevan. 
The measures went into effect late last month, before the 
current wave of fighting began between Armenians and 
Azeris. Armenia has sovereignty over Nakhichevan. 

A local official in the Turkish city of Aralik who is in 
charge of meetings with Soviet border authorities said 
that in line with ¢ Turkish-Soviet agreement of 1937, the 
Soviet authorities notified him in late December that 
more troops had been sent to the region. 

The main goal of Azeris in Iran and the Sovict Union 
was the destruction of the border between the two 
countries and the creation of an “Azeris entity” and an 
“Iranian-style politico-religious Shiite Muslim regime,” 
the travellers said. 


Security Reportedly Tightened 
NC2001170790 Paris AFP in English 
1638 GMT 20 Jan 90 


[Text] Aralik, Turkey, Jan 20 (AFP) - Security has been 
stepped up on both sides of Turkey's border with the 
Soviet Republic of Armenia as well as with the autono- 
mous republic of Nakhichevan, Turkish officials said 
Saturday. 


The measures went into effect late last month, before the 
current wave of fighting began between Armenians and 
inhabitants of neighbouring Azerbaijan, which has sov- 
ereignty over Nakhichevan. 


But in the past 10 days, Turkish forces have been 
concentrated along the 400-kilometre (250-mile) snow- 
bound frontier with Armenia, said the manager of the 
state farm of Kazim Karabekir, near this border village. 
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Aralik, whose population is mainly Azeri, lies acar 
Turkey's borders both wita the Soviet Union and with 
iran. 


A locai official in charge of meetings with Soviet border 
authorities said that, in jine with a Turkish-Soviet agree- 
ment of 1937, the Soviet authorities notified him in late 
December that more troops had been sent to the region. 


He added that the authorities had made preparations to 


ee Oar Sa Sane ae 
the republic's 12-kilometer (eight mile) frontier with 
Turkey. 

The Turkish authorities were not 


ily expecting 
Soviet Azeris to swim to Turkey, as has occurred along 
the Soviet-Iranian border, he said, but “we had to make 
preparations to house them and this has been done.” 
Local people “would weicome with great joy brothers of 
the same race coming from the Soviet Union.” 


Baku Death Toll High as 2,000 


TA2101153690 Ankara ANATOLIA in English 
1510 GMT 21 Jan 90 


[Text] Moscow (A.A}—Reports from the Soviet capital 
say that as many as 2,000 people were killed in Baku, the 
capital of Azerbaijan, on Saturday [20 January] when 
Soviet troops stormed the city in an attempt to break 
Abbas Abdullah, an assembly member of the Azerbaijan 
Popular Front said that at least 367 bodies had been 
brought to Baku city mosque by Saturday noon and that 
the death toll could be as high as 2,000. 


He was speaking by telephone to an A.A. correspondent 
in Moscow. 


Abdullah added that huge numbers had lost their lives in 
the outskirts of the city and in surrounding villages. 
Leyla Yunusova, a leader of the Azerbaijani Community 
in Baku, also said that the morgues and sireets were filled 
with corpses. 

Members of Turkey's Azerbaijani Community on Sat- 
urday demanded that Turkish officials call for an end to 
the Soviet crackdown in Azerbaijan. 


Ozal Says Euphrates Cutoff Not To Disturb Ties 


4JN2101130090 Kuwait AL-QABAS in Arabic 
18 Jan 90 p 22 


{Interview with President Turgut Ozal by Hamzah 
“Ulayyan in Ankara; date not given} 


[Text] [‘Ulayyan] There is a long history binding Turkey 
with the Arab World—a distinctive, deep-rooted history 
that extends for 5 centuries. Neither party has an interest 
in harming the relations. Do you not think that failure to 
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conclude an agreement on the rights and utilization of 
the Euphrates waters harms these relations? 


[Ozal] In fact, relations between the Turks and the Arabs 
extend over a period of 900 years. Indeed, the two sides 
have a common religion and share the same cultural and 
human values, and both have no interest in disturbing 
these relations. It is self-evident that we are emphasizing 
the word “both”; any one-sided affinity cannot continue 
for ever. As you well know 1989 was the worst drought 
year in 50 vears. During the months of drought, the 
‘ural flow of the Euphrates at its origin was less than 
cubic meters per second. Nevertheless, Syria, over 
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The average annual water 
flow to Syria in 1909 was 661 cubic exstors por eovoad 


[‘Ulayyan] Most specialized studies contend that the 
next wars in the Middle East are going to be over water. 
They describe the Ataturk Dam as a “lurking execu- 
tioner™ threatening the necks of Syria and Iraq. How far 
is Turkey ready to engage in such confrontations? And 
what is the alternative? 


[Ozal] It is true that some circles claim that the next war 


in the region will be over water. If we listen to theee _ 


cleims and interpretations, and if these provocations and 
instigations find breeding ground in the region, then the 
atmosphere will be excellent for a war in the Middle 
East. Rumors that water will be the motive for a struggle 
between Turkey and its neighbors are nothing but illu- 
sions in sick minds. Of course, some circles are anxious 
to see such a conflict. 


Let me say and repeat that Syria and Iraq have elimi- 
nated the most terrible effects of water recession by 
Turkey allowing the flow of water from the Keyan and 
Qarakaya dams [names as published] in 1989. Why, 
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then, is this distortion of the picture and this description 
of the Ataturk Dam as a threat to Syria and Iraq when it 
will be a source of fertility for barren lands in both 
countries, in addition to Turkey? 


Describing the Ataturk Dam as a “lurking executioner” 
threatening Syria and Iraq is a distortion of the truc 
picture. Why should the dam not be assessed trucly as a 
development that will save millions of peoples in the 
three countries from recession and floods as did the 
other dams in Turkey last year? We claim that the 
Ataturk Dam will be a source of prosperity and benefit in 
our region. For example, rainfall in the region will 
increase gradually as a result of evaporation in the dams’ 
basins and irrigation water. We appealed to Syria to 
cooperate with us to develop projects in the region and 
we proposed coordination of efforts. A 25 to 30-km long 
strip of Syrian teriivry auiyacent to the Turkish-Syrian 
border will benefit from the project without Syria paying 
a single penny. 


How, then, can all this be a source of conflict? And how 
can things be explained in a false manner? 


Tu: key does not want any conflict. Our main interest is 
to mobilize all our ; esources for our economic develop- 
ment, and we are determined to do this. 


[ Uiayyan} Turkey 1s preparing itself to become the Arab 
World's food basket. Does making Syria and Iraq in need 
of water serve the deviared Turkish objective? 


{Ozal] Likening Turkey to a food basket, while Syria and 
Iraq are starving, is untrue and reflects an image far 
removed from the truth. We all know that the available 
water resources in the area are insufficient to mect all the 
needs. So, to settle this issue we have to be rational. 
Instead of obtaining the maximum level, onc has to exert 
efforts to secure a reasonable gain. | will point out a 
simple example. The Turkish farmers in northern Ana- 
tolia use, especially in all irrigation projects, concrete 
irrigation systems and narrow water pipes to prevent 
leakage and underground evaporation to the greatest 
extent possible. On the other hand, we cannot say that 
our neighbors use the self same methods and systems. 
Therefore, the need calls for improving irrigatio, 
methods through adopting the current technology so that 
we will not squander what has been achieved by relent- 
iess effort thereby dissipating water resources. 


Turkey had announced before the building of the 
Ataturk Dam that the average flow of water to Syria and 
Iraq wouid be 500 cubic metres per second, while the 
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annual average was 611 cubic metres per second in 1989. 
Thus, no one can claim that Turkey did not keep its 


promises. 


Reasonable limits and moderation are the key to the 
solution of all our problems in the area. Once we adopt 
moderation we shall see that the available water 
resources would be su‘Ticient to make the arca prosper 
and thrive. 


[‘Ulayyaa] If the south-east Anatolia project is designed 
purely for economic and development purposes, why 
then did you link the flow of the Euphrates’ waters to the 
Kurdish situation in Syria? 


{Ozal] This ctatement was misinterpreted by the press 
and concerned parties. We are committed to our oral and 
written pledges. We will provide them with all their 
water needs. There is no need to distort the Turkish 
stance regarding this subject. We are working for the 
good of Turkey while not causing harm to others’ inter- 
ests. 


[‘Ulayyan] How do you assess Turkey's relations with 
Kuwait in particular and the Arab Gulf states in general, 
and what happened to the al-Salam [peace] water pipe 
project which you proposed 2 years ago” 
[Ozal] The al-Salam project 1s still waiting to be studied 
and completed. We proposed this project not only to 
benefit from the local water resources but also to make it 
a model and a symbol of cooperation and understanding 
the countries of our region. Its accomplishment, 
ore, is Contingent on joint efforts by all. | am glad 
to say that Turkey's relations with the Arab Gulf states 
are based on a joint cultural heritage. They are heading 
toward the best. In fact, they have acquired a special 
quality of friendship and brotherhood during the past 
few years. There is an agreement in viewpoints between 
Turkey and the Arab Gulf states on many regional and 
international issues. 


The high-level reciprocal visits between Turkey and the 
Arab Gulf states, in addition to beginning new fields of 
fruitful cooperation between them, have undoubtedly 
helped a great deal to reinforce our brotherly ties. 


Here, | would like to stress that Turkey is greatly 
concerned with stability in the Gulf. in this context, we 
view Kuwait as an important country in the region. We 
value its constructive role as a peace-loving country in 
dealing with ihe region's issues as well as in its interna- 
tional dealings. 


Morcover, + urkish-Kuwaiti relations are very satisfac- 
tory. However, we are motivated by sincere desire to 
further enrich the existing cooperation between the two 
countries extending it to more than one ficld of 
endeavor. 
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